39 Yonna Sétneet 
West Feabody, lass. 01962 
Uctober 5, 1964 

Lear (nic, 

lluch has been happening except selling any of the assachusetis silver 
pieces. 1 have a couple of then out now, and maybe sonetiing will happen 
there. 

L would Like very much to have the New jersey reverse that matches the 
obverse which L already rave. Incidentally, f shall return the copies as 
soon as £ am through with then. 

Regarding the 1724 Wood's Halfvence. shere are 5 varieties without the 
period after the date, and 6 with the period after the date. Illy records 
show vou have two of the varieties without the period, the 27. fae and 
a, 7p PS the datienr being the specimen 1 desine. 

l believe 1 have come up with another woopee. f have enclosed a copy 
of a new Franklin Press (ent, wrich 1 believe is proney, wrich cane from 
merry, ole Engkand, and wirich 1 shall send tre coin itself sroutd you care 
zo see it. She worknanship is beautiful, and it could be okay, however, L 
have my doubsa. 

1 have enclosed two English pieces, one wrich Ls just odd and t thought 
you might Like to see it, this is the 1773, the other has all the earnarks 
of being llachine except tre date 1747 is pretty early although i Lo 
mentioned in betta. I'll also enclose a (76l aince the English did not make 
any coins then. 1 might mention that the 1747 piece and two (771 tMachin ills 
pieces came faon the sane box. lhe (77/'s were the sane as those mentioned 

1 have added your name to tre book for cooperation in obtaining 
illustrations and mentioned that all the nanes in this book were only for 
that sont of help and did not indicate they agreed with the contents. 1a it 
all night for me to Leave it in’ 

Ineidentally, do you have any duplicates of the lachin ils products! 
1 an trying to build up my, oun collection of tren and Lack several, having 
(2 different. As Long as we are on that subject, is there any possibility 
of a trade in something 1 have in orden to obtain your Vermont 34 on 35° fl 
might mention that | ed (raige cane up with another Kyler 37. L'm nod trying 
zo be greedy, 1 just want as complete a collection of Vermont as possible, 
and £ now lack 6 of the 38 Rnown. 


Guess this is it for now Ver sincerely, 


Cectober 26, 196) 


Mr. Robert A. Viack 
39 Donna Street - Jordon Acres 
West Peabody, Mass. 


Dear Bob: 


I am still in such a stew over my burglary that f 
have no time to write you about many open matters. I will 
cover & couple of critical ones. 


I am returning the FRANKLIN PRESS tokens which you 
sent and have made my notes. It is important thet this be 
written up immediately. Suppose you start out and send me 
your write-up and I will add and revise, if needed. It 
should be short and should refer to the Williamson article 
in the Franklin number for other detail. The weights are 
below. 


You asked for a LIBSER NATUS picture and I am enclos- 
ing it. You may keep it. 


You asked for a GEORGE III IMMUNE picture and I am 
enclosing it and I definitely want it beck. 


Unfortunately, I do not collect Indian Peace Medals 
and am enclosing the one which you sent to me on approval. 


i &@m most anxicus to know how you are coming on the 
sale of the Massachusetts silver, so please kesp me advised. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPu/atb 


fs 
~ 
By e 
- 


November 3, 196k 


Mr. Elston G. Bradfield 
The Numismatist 

P.O.Box 3491 

Chieage Sh, Illinois 


Dear Brad: 


Would you be nice enough to send me three additional 
copies of the November NUMISMATIST. 


I want to keep you up to date on the matter of further 
forgeries coming out of England. Bob Vlack and myself are 
writing a short article on a FRANKLIN PRESS token forgery which 
has just appeared. That will be sent in to you, shortly. 


T have a@liready completed, and can send it in at any time, 
a@ substantially longer article on the forgery of the LONDON 
ELEPHANT tokens and in that article I explain the impact method 
of die forgery. 


Please let me know whether you think it is important for 
me to continue to write up these forgeries as they come along. 
I did not intend to start a series of articles but it looks as 
though that is what I am being forced to do. 


I cannot avoid commenting on an advertisement in the 
November NUMISMATIST, page 1566, where a Good Samaritan forgery 
is offered at $1875.60. Since the original coin is a forgery, 
this is rather a high price to pay for a forgery of a forgery. 


I certainly liked your write up of the convention and 
the pictures which your wife took. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 





oS 18 Se eee ee 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEw YORK 36, N. Y. 





PHONES PLAZA 7-5245-6 
November 3, 196+ 


AIRMAIL 


Mr. Bric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric: 


This is just a quick note to advise you that 
I have full particulars on the struck copy of the 
Franklin Press cent, and photos, and intend to include 
Same as part of my next article on counterfeits. 


I hope that you do not object, but I would like 
to report one Colonial, so as to keep my series well 
rounded. 


Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 





JJF:dn 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


November hk, 196h 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 
176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 

Long Island, New York 


Dear Johns: 


Thank you for your note of November 3, which I received 
todey, indicating that you intend to include the FRANKLIN PRESS 
Cent as part of your next article on counterfeits. You indi- 
cate that you hope that I do not object. 


I had previously suggested to Bob Viack that he could 
write the matter up or that he and I could do it jointly. In 
today's mail he has sent me a copy of his write-up for review. 


My feeling is that it is up to Bob to determine who 
should write it up. It is his coin.He noticed it was a counter- 
feit and the information whieh you received came from him, as 
far as I know, and the information I received came from him. 


I suggested it be put into the NUMISMATIST because 
that is where your articles were first published, thatis where 
my three articles were published, and thet is where I am going 
to send the ELEPHAYT TOKEN article which is complete. 


Yesterday I wrote Brad that the FRANKLIW PRESS article 
would be sent to him shortly and that the article on the 
BLEPHANT tokens would come soon thereafter. 


I am sending Bob @ copy of this letter and whatever 
you two decide is satisfactory to me. I merely want the in- 
formation published, and published accurately. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


CC: 

Mr.Robert A. Vilack 

39 Donna St., Jordan Aeres 
West Peabody, Maes. 


EPN/a&b 


Novenber h, 196h 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 

Long Island, New York 


Dear John: 


Thank you for your note of November 3, which I received 
today, indicating that you intend to inelude the FRAWKELIN PRESS 
Gent as part of your next article on counterfeits. You indi- 
cate that you hope that I do not object. 


j I had previously suggested to Bob Viack that he could 
write the matter up or that he and — could do it jointly. In 
today's sail he has sent me a copy of his write-up for review. 


My feeling is that it is up to Bob to determine who 
should write it up. It is his ccin.He noticed it was a counter- 
feit and the information which you received came from hin, as 
far as I know, and the information I received came from him. 


I suggested it be put into the HUMISMATIST because 
that is where your articles were first published, that is where 
my three articles were published, and thet is where I am going 
to send the ELEPHAYT TOKEN article which is complete. 


Yesterday I wrote Brad that the FRANKLIN PRESS article 
would be sent to him shortly and that the article on the 
ELEPHANT tokens would come soon thereafter. 


I am sending Bob @ covy of this letter and whetever 


you two decide is satisfactory to me. iI merely went the in- 
formation published, and published accurately. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


CC: 

Mr.Robert A. Viaeck 

39 Donna St., Jordan Acres 
West Peabody, Mass. 


BeN/ad 


November 6, 196h 


Mr.Robert A.Viack 
39 Donna Street - Jordan Acres 
West Peabody, Mass. 


Dear Bob: 


I am enclosing the copy of your article on 
the FRANKLIN PRESS Cent with a number of revisions and 
suggestions. 


I have eliminated edge lettering as that is 
covered, with many other things, in Ray Williamson's 
article. 


I presume that you will rewrite it and, as far 
as T am concerned, you can send it in as revised. I 
also presume you intended that I return the pictures, 
which I am doing. 


Please send me @ copy of the letter to Bradfield 
and I will do my best to see that it is promptly pub- 
lished. Bradfield already knows that it is coming 
although he thought it was an article by the two of 
us, jointly. 

Other matters are deferred for the moment. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


39 Yonna Street 
\ West Peabody, lass. 01962 


November 9, 1964 
Lear ~nic, 


lhe article has been nretyped and sent off already in the hopes that 
id can still make the Vecembenr issue if at all possible. f had received 
the highty decorated copy from you only two hours ago. 


L hope you are not even the sligitest bit disturbed over the fact 
that 1 have written the article in mj name. Id is the first tine Liat 
I have ever unitten fon the Nunismatist and I wanted something hike that 
in my name. Von's think fon a minute that L an seeking any sont of status 
” on anything Like that, fon in the future 1 would Like nothing better than 
for us to cooperate jointly in ventures, it Ls just this once, is that 
okay with your 1 feel that with tre effort you put into Ln, you should 
have been put there with me. 1 certainly an thankful for your help, and 
in neading over your connections, 1 agree with just about everything, 40 
L've Let it co as is. 


I've enclosed a copy of the Letier that 1 have unitten to br. Lradfield 
a4 you had requested. 


l hope that the next time f hear from you yau have something on the 
llachin Wiis pieces. I'm most anxious to see exactly, waat is in the several 
Lots L've sent you. 


In my ast Letter 1 urote, 1 mentioned I was going to it the New 
Hanpshine Convention for the sole purpose of searching the junk boxes 
for Wlachin Mills coinage, and again 1 was fortunate enough 40 find a couple 
mone for the woke sun of 1.05. One was a 1787 with the amall date shaniing 
down, in VF condition, but with a lovely hole. shat cost .05, and the 
other was also a 1787, with the Vernont reverse, fon d1.00 in Vy condition. 
I'd love to find the 1776 that was written up in the (nigna. Anuyjwuw, 
4o much for now, 1 shall Look forward to hearing from you. 


Very sincerely, 


we 


3% Donna Street 
West Peabody, asa. 01962 
Novenber 9, 1964 

Mn Edaton 4. Enadftield, &diton 

PO. Box F491 

Chicago, Illinois 60554 


1 am hastening this article to you in the hopes that it will be 
inseried in the earliest possible edition of thre (iunisnatist, even in 
the Uecember lasue, if at all possible. hn. (ric ?. Newnan has made me 
aware of the fact that you are expecting this, ard he has been hind 
enough 40 co over the article, and give it his blessings. 1 have only 
received the newedited copy from him today, and an wasting no Lime in 
getting Lt off 0 you 


L have enclosed two card of protographs, which 1 would Like ta have 
retuned to me if this is possible, as they are fron m oun files, and 


Z now have no others. 





1 might mention that the urgency of this article is very inpoatant, 
to help put a stop to the (olonial forgeries that have been coming to the 
Amenican market from Engtand, and to infoan the public at once. 1 trust 
that you aall do all you can to help in this endeavor 


Very sincerely, 


ces Mh. Eric P. Newman Robert A, Vlack 
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November 16, 196k 


My Robert A.Vlack 
39 Donna Street 
West Peabody, Mass. 01962 


Dear Bob: 

Elston Bradfield seems to have thought the 
FRAN ELIN PRESS article would tbe in both of our rames,. 
He got this idea from my letter of November 3, a@ copy 
of which is enclosed. I sent this before I received 
your draft of the article. 

I certainly heave no objection to the item 
being published in your name only and you should decide 
and write him accordingly, if you wish. 


tT am sending an extra copy of this letter to 
you if you care to send it to hin. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAY 


BPN /atb 





Al [HE FRAVKLIW PRESS - OR 15 Ll 777 
by 
Robert A, Vlack - AVA 339796 
Another modern die forgery, this tine of the Franklin tress token, has 
appeared on the scene. As in all the other recent discoveries of the new 
spurious types, this specimen has Likewise cone from (notand, and one begins 
to wonder wrere it will end. 





lhe original Franklin Fness token was issued around 1794 in (noland as 
one of the many tradesnans tokens of Wliddlesex County. ‘his token offers 
very Little in tre way of association with the early American coinage. Ln 
Literature, tre Franklin Press has been associated with Lenjanin Franklin, 
but only to the extent that Franklin had operated the press at an early period 
in his Life while still nesiding in England. she variety with a Lettered edge, 
"AW ASYLLIM FOR THE OPPRESS'D OF ALL WAI IONS", is the other connection with 
Aimenica, where this edge has appeared on many of the Wasrington coins and 
the Kentucky zoken. Ae tris edge device was wantonly used on many other 
nonimerican (nrglish tradesnans tokens, there can be no conclusion drawn that 
this is a basis for ike ever being issued for American circulation. We 
never-the-Less now tind this variety in almost every collection of Colonial 
coins, and 1 believe it shall nenain as such from now on. 


(he new forgery has several distinguishing features that mark it as an 
outright forgery. the most obvious is the exact duplication of the Letter 
spacing even to the extent of inconrect Letter spacing. Un the original, the 
R in PRESS is too close 40 the ? Leaving a wide gap between tre K and ¢. this 
feature is duplicated on the forcerny. she first A of HALLE is to00 close 40 
the ¥ which again is duplicated on the forgery. ‘he spacing of the date, 
widen between the 7 and 9 was Likewise duplicated, and tre atop at the bottom 
of the date is closer to the 5 of SIC rather than centered wirich should noanally 
be the case, on closer to the 5 of LILERAS, 


Strangely enough, two different Letter punches of the 5 was used on the 
forgery, and on the oniginal they were all alike. he Awe I's on the bottom, 
which were probably used for alignment purposes were too Large for the Legend 
and a smaller squattier 5 was used in SURI UE. Also the 3 of LILERIAD was 
necuk with evidence of a further 5 showing just past the newt 5. his 
recucting does not appear on the forgery. 


(he extrene upper Left portion of the press touches the Right upright 
of the 8 of WQC/RINA on the forgery, and on the original, ik is very close 
to, on sometines touches tre Left uprignt of the Kk, foain on the original 
the word 1i€ slopes down with respect to FRAVALIV, but on the original, it 
Ls straight across. 


lhe forgery has the Lettering very close to the border tenticles, whereas 
on the original, it is further aay. Un the originals, the specimens were 
atruck without benefit of a collar and the tange is much thinner on the edges. 
lhe forgery, appears to have been held in a cude collar, and when stauck gives 
tre appearance of a high wire edge effect around the periprery. she surface 
of the forgery was also quite smooth, alnost prootlike, and mone pleasing 
tn appearance as compared to the cunler surface of a common tradesman token. 


Weight was also taken into account and the foncery appears to be on the 
heavier side weighing (33 grains ad compared to 115 to 120 fon the avenage 
originak token. 


With all this, what more can be said. his token and its symbohic 
dtatus has now been Lowered several notches, and may never be the sane. lo 
date, 1 know of only this one specimen and can only wonder to wat extent these 
forgeries will turn up, and from where. IL suspect it won'd be dong before others 
of this type and of other varieties will appear on the scene thus deceiving 
a nunianaciot of a coin with a tainted heritage. 





PAY, Al THE FRAVKLIN PRESS - OR 1S L177? 
by 
Robert A, Vlack - AVA 33996 
Another modern die, ngery, toaextimot the Franklin Press token, haan 
appeared, ontre—arere, ‘a in GE othen recent discoveries of BaF new 
apuriougects thi spec lpen aa fo m (ngtand, and one begins 


4o wonder where @@ w ; 
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COUNTERFEIT SOVEREIGN 1918 M “R21” 





This counterfeit has the following characteristics: weight 7.999 grammes; 
S.G. 17.02; fineness gold approximately 880 parts per 1,000; diameter 22.10/ 
22.14 mm.; Obverse The design is slightly defective as are the letters of the inscrip- 
tion; “R21” is an integral part of the design, i.e., it is in relief and is not a counter- 
mark; Reverse This shows no pronounced defects; Edge Milled — the number of 
notches being incorrect; Struck ft. Possibly “ * indicates the fineness in 
carats; certainly 21 carats — 872 parts per 1,000 — corresponds remarkably well 
with the derived fineness of approximately 880 parts per 1,000. 


Any information on this piece would be welcome. 


102 


COUNTERFEIT FRANKLIN PRESS TOKEN 


This counterfeit, submitted by A.N.A.C.S. has the following characteristics: 
weight, 8.326 grammes; specific gravity, 9.62; material, solder of composition lead 
57% + tin 43%; diameter, 27.85/27.09 mm. Obverse: All the letters of the inscrip- 
tion and the illustration of the press are defective. There is a casting flaw on the 
table adjacent to the right top side of the press and below the letters “ET” of 
“SURGETQUE”. Pitting is apparent (and plainly visible on the photograph) on 
many parts of the table, particularly within and without the left middle of the 
press. Reverse: As on the obverse, all the letters of the inscription are defective and 
there is massive pitting on many parts of the table, particularly to the left of the “A” 
of “AT” and surrounding the “HE” of “THE” and the “FR” of “FRANKLIN”, 
The last “N’’ of “FRANKLIN” lacks its right hand vertical stroke. Edge: Plain, 
again showing pitting and holes which indicate that the runner and the riser were in 
the 8 and 9 o’clock positions. This is a typical cast counterfeit and writes on paper. 
It has been toned. A genuine piece is made of bronze. 
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